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Raising Pigs on Pasture is Nothing 
New

Pˁigs came to the Americaõs on the first ships and have served a important  in 

agriculture since.

Oˁriginally used to provide meat and tallow but as that industry was supplanted, we 

needed leaner pigs for more profit.



This need for leaner pigs means they were 

b red for confinement systems where their 

c aloric needs could be better managed .



We have a very successful and 

efficient swine program in the 

united states, but greater 

awareness of food systems has 

opened up a new market for 

pastured pork 



1. Pigs outside need to be hardy breeds

The most difficult thing you can do is put production 

animals into a pasture based system.  These animals are ideal for

growing out in sheds but have a difficult time making it in 

the real world.

Try these breeds or breed crosses if you can find themé

Yorkshire (not from production system)

Large Black
Glouster

Berkshire

Old Spot

Tamworth

Hampshire



2.  You must rotate pigs outside, pigs will quickly denude your 

land and your trees

The Spanish Iberico pig myth has inspired many people to try and raise pigs 

in the woods.

Soéyou wanna feed your pigs just acornséwell what are they going to eat in 

May?

Pigs are really tough on land 

Pigs root and eat all available vegetation

Pigs begin to root deeper and compact the 

land as they grow

Pigs construct wallows, further denuding the

land and making parasite repositories


